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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
Fr DECEMBER, 1796. 
F RAN C E, 


HE negociation for peace between France and England 

has been broken off abruptiy. Lord Malmefbury, or- 

dered to quit the territories of the republic within forty eight 

hours, hasarrivedin England, The fame circumftances of — 

averfion to all pacification, and of republican auteur, and 

bluntnefs, not to fay rudenels, that marked the commencement 

of this /hew of negociation on the part of the French, charac 
terize its termination. 

The DireCtory of the French republic, inftead of thewinga 
difpofition to meet Lord Malmefbury, ftep for ftep, requetted 
him to declare his u/timatum. He did fo. They ordered him 
to quit France; and, on the farcaftical ground, that as his 
was a negociation of couriers and metlages, his ftay at Paris 

4 was ufelefs.” Nothing could be a more unequivocal proof of 
the complete fucverti.n, for the prefent, of the French moe 
narchy!—Butlet us attend, more particularly, to this tranf- 
action: And firft let us confider the amountof the Britifh u/- 
timatum. Lord Maimeitbury offered the rettitition of ail our 
cong .efts from the French and tmeir fubject ailies the (Dut hy 
with the exception of Trincomalee in the ifland of Ceylon, 
and the Cape of Good Hope; oa the condition of the Nether 
lands veing reftored to the Emperer. Had this really beca, or 
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could it reafonably have been ferioufly underftood to have been 
the determined and irreverfible ultimatum of Great Britain, 
perhaps the neutral world might have juftly pronounced it too 
imperious and dictatorial ; For, in all fuch negociations, there 
is no other canon to which an appeal can be made than the ule 
tima ratio regum, power and pofleffion. 

It would, indeed, be a nobdle arrondiffement of our maritime 
domain, to retain pofleffion of the fouthern promontory of 
Hither India, as well as that of Africa; and, by certain re 
gulations, brought under the confideration of the Houfe of 
Commons, relative to the latter, it would feem that it is the in- 
tention of our government to keep fait hold of it at all adven- 
turcs, Their co:dud, ia this ftep, refembles that of the 
French republic, who annexed the Auftrian Netherlands to the 
territories of France, and madea decree, that it fheuld not be 
in the power of even the legiflature to reftore them to their 
rightful fovereign. 

We hoped that the general will of the French nation would 
counteraét that predetermination to continue the war which it 
was cufy to foretell on the part of the Directory. In this we 
have been difappointed. ‘The Dire@tory felt the public pulfe 
at every ftep, yet they have ventured to difmifs the ambaflador 
of peace. It is impoffible to refrain from conjeQuring the 
caules of this difinclination to pacific meafures, apparently, gee 
neral—or; at leaft, the circumftances that have encouraged 
and enabled the DireCtory to purfue fo bold a line of condudt. 

Firtt, The French nation, exhaufted and difpirited by a 
fucceffion of vain efforts to eitablifh liberty and public trane 
quillity, and overawed by the recollection of recent horrors, 
are in a {tate of languor and difmay, that feeks, above all things, 
the fullentis femita vite; the obfcurity of inaction, and the 
blefings of repofe. 

Secondly, The extreme corruptibility of a luxurious nation, 
that places the chief good in fenfual gratification, unreftrained 
by any feafe of duty, either to God or man (we {peak generally, 
for there are many virtuous and pious individuals among the 
French,) fubjedts them to the intrigues of men in power, and 
in the pofledion of various means of operating on the cupidity, 
the hopes, and fears of men. 

Thirdly, A great portion of the French nation, we may 
pre/ume, in the midit of many diltreffes, are carried away by the 
ufual vanity or ambition of Frenchmen, and glory in the exe 
tenfion of their empire. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, While the Directory, encouraged by thefe, but 
difcouraged by other circumftances, were vibrating between 
peace or war, the death of the Czarina emboldened them to 
indulge their predifpofition and paffion for the latter. There 
is yet one chance for the reftoration of peace, without the 
bloody facrifices of another campaign. Early in the enfuing 
year there will be an election of a third part of the National 
Affembly. It would appear, however, that the prefent rulers 
entertain little doubt of their being able to manage this 
election. 

The idea of a counter-revolution in France is univerfally 
exploded. A new party, however, has arifen, and, it is bee 
lieved, daily gains ground, which wifhes for one chief, uader 
whatever name, in place of the five directors. It is poffible 
that this idea, if cherifhed, may lead to the reftoration of mo= 
narchy and the Bourbons, A grand objeétion to this, no 
doubt, will be, a terror of a vindictive court and nobility. 


S P AI N. 

This power, long ofcillating between her unwillingnefs to 
come toa rupture with Great Britain, and an averfion to adopt 
the views of France, has declared war againft us: But we 
have not yet fuffered much from her hoftility. Wars, ace 
cording to politicians, as well as moralifts, are engendered by 
profperity and pride: But the poor Spaniards are abfolutely 
dragged into war from weaknefs and poornefs of {pirit. 


?- Oo 2 F:2 @.&2°h 


This Princefs feems determined, very naturally and wifely, 
as long as we can maintain our fuperiority at fea, to follow the 
fortunes of Great Britain. The French, knowing the im- 
portance of Portugal to England, thew evidently an intention 
to attack that kingdom. Hence, alfo, they no doubt expect to 
derive refources for carrying on the war. Portugal has long 
been to Britain what Sicily was to the Carthaginians. The 
Romans, having reduced Sicily, the great nerve of mercantile 
Carthage, proceeded to the deftruction of that republic. But 
our grand Sicily is the Eaft Indies, and our owa manu‘adtures, 
fuftained, as yet, under heavy burthens, by mechanical inven- 
tion, Taxation,on the one hand, menaces their ruin: Gee 
nius, on the other, prolongs their exiltence. ‘The neceffities 
of government (on the whole of their own creation, as will 
appear from the hiitory of the Jaft andthe prefent war,) and 
mechanical improvement, ee to one another, in rclae 
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tion to manufaQures, as Death and the Door.—On this 
fubject, we deeply regret that a tax has been laid, which isa 
fure forerunner of others {till heavicr to be laid, on carriage by 
inland na. igation. 


ie ee Th ke 

Corfica has been evacuated by the Englifhe The King of 
Nagles and the Pope, holtile undoutedly to the republicans, 
but alarmed at their progrefs, wifh to gain time by negocia- 
tions,and to be directed and avail themfelves of events. Buona- 
parte, notwithftanding the molt amazing efforts of both genius 
and courage, has received a check in Lombardy, and been 
forced to concentrate his forces, which has opened a vicinal 
territory forthe relief of Mantua. 


G's ‘kK wt A “NY. 
The Auftrians ftill fhew an undaunted fpirit, and feem de- 


termined to carry on the war with vigour ; reinforcements are 
on foot for their armies in Italy, in Auftria, Hungary, and Bo- 
hemia. The glorious fuccefs of the Arciduke Charles has 
fuggefted the idea of appointing the Archduke Jofeph to the 
command of the army in Italy. 


R US 3°!- A 

A great and fudden event has happened in this powerful 
nation which, in all probability, will influence ina very high 
degree, and may even decide the fate of France and of Europe. 
It is needlefs to fay ace the event to which we allude, is the 
death of Catharine, the molt illuttrious fovereign, after the exit 
of Frederick the Great, King of Pruffia, on the theatre of 
Europe, for comprehenfion of mind, vigour of character, and 
lofty ambition: An ambition not merely directed to the ex- 
tenfion and fecurity of the empire by means of policy and 
war; but to the civilization and wellare of fubject nations, by 
the introduction of arts, liberal and mechanical, and the ine 
bigs of manufactures and commerce: And all this by 
means more genatie and gra ual than many of thole employed by 


o 


Peter the G sr se ind confequ uently more effectual. In all her 


wars fhe was fuccefsful ; 3 in all her rep rulation s for the internal 
governs nt of her m ghty empire, thete appeared that benee 


v wns which, for the honour of human nature, is ufually 
found in conjunétion with fublimity of genius. Sne wifhed 
{con after her acceffion to the throne, to introduce civil liberty 
among the great mais of the people, by the emancip - of 
the 
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the peafantry. It was found impracticable to em: — their 
bodies, without enlighteaing their minds. To this object the 
bent the powers of he invent vey yet prudent genius—Sch ools 
were inftituted in all parts of her dominions, ‘and a way was 
opened for the loweft of her fabjects to liberty i by certain pris 
vileges within the fcope of induliry and merit. 

The code of laws drawn up by her own hand, was never 


- 


exceeded in point either of fagacity or goodnefs: For, we ar 
I c 





always to bear in mind that ever he in found it expedient not 
to diate the beft Ia iws, but the beft that che people for wiom 
he dictated were canable of bearing. IJiler military plans pare 
took of the ftrenath of fi nplicity. She did not feed the 


flame of war to no purpofe, by throwing In, as It were, fage 


got after fa 26 tt, nor watte time in tedious detours, but, with 
ee eer t firectls 
a nig ghty a irrefittible concentrated force, proceeded directly 
1 


to her object. Sne had not the art of appearing affabl ley 
humane, brave, and magnanimous, but the merit of really 


being fo. She was not only a patronefs, but a great proficient 
in liter mare: And had not hex life been {pent in great actions, 


it would d probably have been employed, though with fomee 
what lefs glory, in celebrating the illuftrious achicvements of 
others. It is an invidious ‘hing to pry with too much curiofity 
into the frailties of fuch a character. The moft mahignant 
prudery has not been able tocharge her with any thing unna- 
tural, or, in her fituation, not ealily to be forgiven. As to the 
event that led her to the throne, if this had not taken | place, 
an eveat of another kind muft have led her firtt co imprifone 
ment, and then, mott aflurcdly, to death. 

The lait of her grand defigns was, to curb the power and 
infolence of the French republic. Osders were illued fora 
levy of one hundred and fifty thoufand troops, dettined to act, 
in fome fhape or other, for the relief of the Emperor of Gere 
many. It has been gueftioned whether it would not have 
been wiler policy in her Imperia! Majetty to have moved for 
the affiftance of the confederates fooner. She, perhaps, enter- 
tained a perfuafion, that the allies would {tang firm tog 





and make amoe fuccetsful oppofittan to the republic. —-She 
was, no doubt, well enough pleated to fee almoit all the other 
powers of Europe weaken themicives by war; Wailit, at the 
fame time, it muft have been ier intention, as has {ince ape 


peared, toiaterfere more and more in the general condict, in 
propo:tion as the party the detefted gained ground on a lovee 
reign princes whoy thouso a neighoouly and ancient enemy, 


yet polleiled an hereditary tarone, and had ceafed to be a fore 
midabie 
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midable rival. It is to be confidered, alfo, that had fhe moved 
fooner, the Turks on the other fide, inftigated by French in- 
trigues, might have moved alfo. The Czarina, waited too, 
until fhe fhould procure peace on the moft formidable frontier 
by a marriage between her grand-daughter and the young King 
of Sweden. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 


On the return of Lord Malmefbury ftocks fuffered a greater 
depreffion than was experienced at any period of the Ameri- 
can war: But it feems to be the general fenfe of the nation, 
that a dilpofition to peace was not tobe produced by any thing 
that could be done by our court, or ambaflador. 








Abjirac of the New Poor Bill, brought into Parliament 
by Mr. Pitt. 


HE preamble ftates, that it is become neceflary to amend 

and enforce the laws for the relief, inftruction, and em- 

ployment of the poor, to improve their condition, and enfure 

a more comfortable maintenance and fupport of them and 
their families. 

Claufel. Any father having more than two children, or 
widow having more than one child, being entitled to the benefit 
of the aét, fhall have fuch weekly allowance, not lefs than 1s. 
for each child, as fhall be directed by this act. 

I]. Any poor perfon entitled, &c. not being able to earn the 
full rate of ufual wages, which not being fuilicient to fupport 
his or ber family, the deficiency fhall be made up from a paro- 
chial fund, without being compelled to be employed unJer the 
authority of thisadt, ‘Whe parifh fo advancing the money to 
fuch perion not having a legal fettlement, to be reimburied, 
i. ¢. by the parifh to which fuch poor perion actually belongs. 

III. if it fhall appear that (uch perfon would by the purchafe 
of a cow or other animal yielding profit, be able to maintain 
himielf without farther relief, it fhall be lawful to order the 
payment of money out of the rates to make fuch purchaie. 

[V. Noperfon to be excluded ‘rom parochial relief on ac 
count of the pollcilion of any tenement or cottage, or any 
other vilible property, if it does not exceed the value of 3ol. 
confifting of tools, implements, furniture, apparcl, or other 
neceflarics. 


6 V. No 
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V. No poor perfon fhall be liable to be removed from the 
parith ia which he fhall innabit, and be a‘tually chargeable, oa 
account of any temporary difability or ficknefs of himfelf or 
family. 

VI. For the encouragement of induftry, and to fecure a 
competency in cafe of ficknefs or old age, parochial funds to 
be eftablithed, from fubfcriptions, contributions, and from aids 
out of the rates, to be called the parochial fund for the relief 
of fick, infirm, and aged fubfcribers ; fuch fund to be efta- 

lithed by order of two Juftices, according to the form ans 
nexed, with rules, orders, &c. 

VII. The allowances to be the fame as thofe eftablifhed for 
friendly focieties by the 33d of the prefent King. 

VIII. By the 43d of Elizabeth, and many other fubfequent 
acts for the relief of the poor, provifions have been made for 
fetting the poor to work, and inftruction of children in {chools 
of induitry; the fame are confirmed, and two Juftices of the 
ciftri@ are to be appointed at the quarter feflions to attend 
them, and put the regulations into effect. 

LX. Quarter feffions to appoint vifitors of the poor: Mem- 
bers of Parliament, Juftices of the Peace, perfons in holy 
orders, Sc. &c. are eligible to be appointed, 

X. Parithes may unite together to defray the eftablifhment 
of fchools of induftry, or for any purpoles of this act. 

XI XII. XLil. XIV. XV. XVI. and XVII. relate to the 
conduct of fuch fchools of induftry, and the regulation of tie 
feveral houfes for accommodating the peor people. 

XVIII. No poor perfon who fhall refufe any work, or to 
receive inttruction for executing it, or fhall refule to permit 
his iamily to be initruQed, fhail ve entitled to have relief. 

XIX. to XXXI1X, are all regulations refpeciing the houfes 
of induftry, the mode of their government, the mode of pure 
chafing lands, the qualifications of the guardians, &c. 

XL. All elections of guardians to be made by bailot, by 


the major part of the acting vilitors of the diftricts. 


XLII. No perfon to be elected a guardian, uvlefs he fhall be 
quaiified to be an elector of a guardian, or have an eliate, free- 


hold, or leafehold, of one hundred a year clear, or be heir ap- 
parent to an eftate of two hundred a year. 

Lili. All the laws now in force relating to the poor, except 
they are exprelsly altered, or are repugnant to this ad, fhall be 
and continue in force. 


Narrative 
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Narrative of the Circumftances which attended that im- 


portant Event, ihe Afcenfi m of the late celebrated 
Catharine II. to the Throne of Ruffia, on the Depofi- 
tion of her Hufband, Peter ILI. 


(Concluded from Page 25.) 


HE Emprefs vehemently declaimed againft the mifcon- 
duct of the Emperor; his avowed contempt of the 

Ruffians; his averfion to their cuftoms; aod his attachment 
to foreigners. She expofed the dangers which awaited her 
own perfon, her fon, and the principal wabisity. She expa- 

tiated upon the probable fubverfion of their religion and goe 
vernment ; and called upon thofe to follow her, who were de 
firous of faving their country, and of refcuing her and the 
Archduke from certain deftruction, Her {peech, occafionally 
interrupted by fighs and tears, was” fhort and pathetic, and 
being further enforced by the graces of her perfon, made an 
inftantaneous impreffion; the ioldiery replied by loud accla- 
mations; afew officers at firft, indeed, feemed to hefitate, but 
the arrival of Kazomoffk: quieted their 2pprehenfions, and the 
whole regiment offered to facrifice their lives in her caufe.— 
Catharine now proceeded to the church of the Virgin Mary 
of Cafau, and was joined in her way by various parties of 
guards, and by many of the principal — Service having 
been performed by the Archbifhop of Novogorod, the Em- 
prefs took the accuftomed oaths to preferve inviolate the pri+ 
vileges and religion of the Ruffians ; after which the nobles 
and people flocke -d in crowds to {wear allegiance to the new 
Sovereign, Atthe conclufion of this ceremony fhe repai:ed 
to the fenate, the members of which acknowledged her as fole 
Emprefs, A report, induftrioufly circulated, that Peter was 
killed bya fall from his horfe, proved very favourable to the 
fuccefs of the revolution, ‘The party of the Emprefs hourly 
ga.ned ftrength. Two regiments of guards that had jutt 

marched from Peterfburgh to join the army in Pomerania, 
were inftantly recalled, and being exalperated againft the Em- 
peror, for having forced them to leave the capital, they readily 
ranged themfelves under the ftandard of the Empreis. 

So odious and contemptible did the conduét of Peter III. 
appear io the eyes of his tubjeQs, that the firft account of his 
dethronement, and of Catharine’s acceffion, announced in the 
following manifefto, was received with univerfal joy. 

9 “ Catharine 
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st Catharine II. by the grace of God Emprefs and Autos 
cratrix of all the Ruflias, to all our faithful fubje@s, &c. 

« All the true fons of Ruffia have clearly feen the danger 
to which the whole Ruffian empire has been expofed. Firft, 
the foundation of our orthodox Greek religion has been 
fhaken, and its tradition expofed to total ruin, fo that it was 
to be feared, that the faith which has been eftablifhed in Ruffia 
from the easlieft times, would be entirely changed, and a fo- 
reign reiigion introduced. In the fecond place, the glory- 
which Ruffia had acquired at the expence of fo much blood, 
and which was carricd to the greateft height by her victorious 
arms, has been trampled under foot by the peace lately cone 
cluded withits greateft encmy. And laftly, the domettic re« 
gulations, which are the bafis of the country’s welfare, have 
been totally overturned. 

« For thefe caufes, overcome by the imminent dangers with 
which our faithful fubjeéts were threatenec, and fecing how 
fincere and exprefs their defires were on this head: We, pute 
ting our truft in the Almighty and his divine juftice, have 
afcended the imperial throne of all the Ruffias ; and have re- 
ceived a folemn oath of fidelity frorg all our faithful fubje&ts.”” 


Peterfburgh, Fune 28, O. 8.1762. 


This event was not followed by any of thofe dreadful difor- 
ders which are too generally attendant on fimilar revolutions. 
The troops employed in the fervice of Catharine, condu@ed 
themfelves with the f{tricteft propriety and decorum, and the 
capital ftarcely experienced even a temporary interruption of 
its tranquillity. 

At fix in the evening, the Emprefs, habited like a man, in 
the uniform of the guards, with a branch of oak in her hat, a 
drawn {word in her band, and mounted on a grey charger, took 
the road to Peterhof, accompanied by the Princels Dafhof, the 
Hetman Rzezomof{ki, and her priucipal adherents, at the head 
of 10,000 troops. 

About eight miles from the capital, Catharine entered a 
public-houfe, called Kra/usi-Cabak, where, for fome time, the 
was employed in the deitruction of a large bundle of papers, 
which fhe committed tothe flames. She then threw herfelf 
on a bed, and flept about an hour and an half. At break of 
day, fhe mounted her charger, and proceeded about four miles 
further, to the convent of St. Sergius, at Strelna, where her 
troopsencamped. About eight o’clock, General I{mailof are 
Von. XXIX. 725. H rived 
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rived at Strelna with a meflage from the Emperor, whofe fitua« 
tion had become truly critical. 

The extreme incredulity of this unhappy Prince previous 
to this event, could only be equalled by his exceflive indecifion 
fubfequent to its accomplifhment. When roufed at length to 
a due ieofe of his danger, he could not be perfuaded to adopt 
any feafible plan, and the fpirited propofition of the gallant 
Marfhal Munic, to march immediately to the capital at the 
head of his faithful followers, the troops of Holftein, was pu- 
fillanimoufly rejected, though its adoption at that critical junc- 
ture would probably have turned the tide of popular affeCtion 
in his favour, By this indecifion, he gave Catharine time to 
fecure the important fortrefs of Cronftadt, which might have 
afforded him a fafe retreat; and being thus deprived of every 
refource, he was induced to fend his confidentia! friend, Genes 
ral Ifmailof, to his confort, with a propofition, alike fingular 
and degrading, to relign his crown, upon condition that he 





fhould be permitted co retire into Holftein with Elizabeth 
Vorontzof and his favourite Godovitch. 

At the conference which took place on this occafion at the 
convent of Strelna, between Catharine and Ifmailof, the for- 
mer difplayed the moft confummate art, and the moft com- 
mandiag powers of perfuafion. 

She calmly reprefented to the friend of her hufband, the 
madnefs of any attempt to oppofe the power fhe had efta- 
blithed ; the pointed to her troops encamped on the fpot, and 
{tated inevitable deftruction to be the natural confequence of 
refiftance ‘to her will; and fhe concluded by a propofition, 
thatthe Emperor fhould repair in perfon to Peterhof, and figa 
the inftrument of his abdication, Seduced by the infinuating 
eloquence and engaging addrefs of the Emprels, Ifmailof un- 
dertook to perfuade his unhappy matter to accede to this mone 
ftrous propofal, He accordingly returned to Oranianbaum, 
and found Peter in the palace with Munic, E izabeth Voront- 
zof, Godovitch, and others, anxioufly expecting his arrival. 
Having retired into another apartment, the refult of their con- 
ference was, that inlefs than an hour the Emperor, with Eliza- 
beth Voronizof, Godovitch, and Ifmailof, fet off for Peterhof, 
Peter was not accompanied by a fingle guard or attendant; 
but he had {carcely proceeded a mile before a corps of huflars 
of the Emprefs’s party furrounded the carriage, and accompae 
nied it to the place of his deftination, where he arrived about 


half paft twelve. He was, immediately feparated from his - 


companions. The Eyprefs declined a perloval conference, 
and 
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and fent Count Panin to her hufband. What paffed during 
this awful interview between that nobleman and his depofed 
Sovereign, has never been difclofed ; but it is well known 
that the latter completed the fum of his weaknefs and pulillae 
nimity, by confenting to fign the following formal abdication : 


« During the fhort period which I have rcigned over the 
Ruffian empire, I have found, from experience, that my abili= 
ties are infufficient to fupport fo great a burthen; andthatI am 
not capable of directing the Ruffian empire in any way, and 
much lefs with a defpotic power. I alfo acknowledge that 
I have been the caufe of all the anterior troubles, which, 
had they continued much longer, would have overturned the 
empire, and have covered me with eternal difgrace. Having 
ferioufly weighed thefe circumftances, I declare, without con= 
Jftraint, and in the moft folemn manner, to the Ruffian empire, 
and to the whole world, that I for ever renounce the govern- 
ment of the faid empire, never defiring hereafter to reign 
therein, either as an abfolute Sovereign, or under any other 
form of government. I declare alfo, that I will never endea- 
vour to refume the government. As a pledge of this, I fwear 
fincerely before God, and all the world, to this prefent renun- 
ciation, written and figned with my own band. 


“« PETER.” 
Fune 29, O. S. 1762+ 


The very day on which he put his fignature to this degrad- 
ing record of his own weakne(s, the untappy Prince was con- 
veyed, a prifoner, to the {mall palace of Robfcha, twenty miles 
from Peterhof; and about the fame time the triumphant Ca- 
tharine made her public entry intothe capital, and was received 
by the general plaudits of a joyful people. 

But the calm thus eftablifhed was of fhort duration; the 
inconftant multitude now began to waver; fymptoms of dif- 
affection appeared among the troops; and commiferaticn tor 
their depofed Sovereign teemed to have’ become the predomi- 
nant fentiment in the minds of the public. At this important 
crifis, big with the fate of a vaft empire, Peter, on the 7th day 
of his confinement, expired. This extraordinary event took 
place on the 6th of July, in the 34th year of his age. The 
body of the deceafed Emperor was publicly expofed at the 
convent of St, Alexander Neufki, at Peterfburgh, where it 
lay in ftate the ufual time. It was then interred in the church 
of the convent, undiftinguifbed by tomb or infcription, to dee 
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fignate the place of fepulture, or record the character of the 
deceafed. 

However unfavourable the inference te be drawn from this 
tragical event, all the circumftances of which have never 
been fully nor clearly explained, every one muft acknow- 
ledge that the conduct of Catharine, now that her power 
was firmly eftablithed, was highly meritorious, She fele&ed _ 
no objects of vengeance; fhe inflicted neither punifhment 
nor difgrace on the moft fteady adherents of the late Em- 
peror; ut configned to oblivion all paft eceurrences, and 
feemed anxious to diftinguith merit wherever it appeared, 
From this eventful period to her death, though the moralif 
might find much to cenfure, and the hiftorian much to con- 
demn, her efforts were invariably direéted to the encourage- 
ment of the arts and fciences, to the extenfion of commerce, 
and, in fhort, tothe general profperity of her kingdom. She 
had a vigorous, active, and comprehenfive mind; indeed fhe 
pofleffed moft of the qualifications requifite for the formation 
of a great monarch ; and though her ambition might exceed 
thofe limits which prudence would prefcribe and reafon fanc- 
tion, her death may certainly be confidered, at this important 
crifis, asa ferious lofs to Europe. 





Account of the Earthquake felt in various Parts of Eng- 
land, November 18, 17955 with fome Obfervations 


thereon, 
By Epwarp Wuiraker Gray, ALD. F.R.S, 
{ Read before the Royal Society, May 12, 1796.] 
(Continued from Page 35.) 


ge Derbythire the fhock appears to have been very fevere. 
A defeription of its effects, not only upon the earth, but 
alfo under its furface, is contained in the two following letters 
from Mr, William Milnes, of Athover: The firft is dated 
November 20. 

“ On Wednefday night, about a quarter paft eleven o’clock, 
a fevere fhock of an earthquake was felt here. I felt it very 
fenfibly ; at firft [heard a rumbling kind of noife, and imme- 
diately after it appeared as if fome perfon or perfons had vio- 
Jently forced into the room; the bed, and every thing elfe, 
fhaking 
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fhaking very much. The workmen in Gregory Mine were fo 
much alarmed by the noile, and the fudden guft of wind that 
attended it, as to leave their work ; fome expecting that the 
whole mafs of bunnings above them, which contains many 
hundrod tons weight of rubbith, had given way, and that they 
fhould be buried in the ruins; others, who were at work nesr 
the new fhaft, fuppofed that the curb which fupports the wall- 
ing*had given way, and the whole fhaft had runin. Several 
chimnies were thrown down, and feveral families left their ha- 
bitations ; indeed fuch a general alarm was never known in 
this neighbourhood.” 


The guft of wind mentioned by Mr. Milnes being confi- 
dered as a remarkable circumftance, he was defired to make 
fome farther inquiry concerning it: Inconfequence of which 
a fecond letter was received from him, dated December 4, as 
follows : 

«¢ T have examined all our miners feparately, and from the 
following circumftances,I think there cannot be a doube but 
the wind which was felt in the mines, on the 18th of laft month, 
rufhed into the fhafts from the furface. 

«© Thofe men who were at work in the pumps, which are a 
confiderable depth below the waggon gates, and have no com- 
munication therewith, did not feel the wind; but heard, in the 
firft place, a rufhing rumbling kind of nojie, which appeared to 
be ata diftance, and to come nearer and nearer, until it feemed 
to pafs over them, and die away. Thofe who were in the 
waggon gate which has a communication with the engine fhaft, 
and the new (haft, felt a very {trong current of wind 3; which 
one man fays, continued while he walked about fix or feven 
yards, and came along the gate, as if it came from the new 
fhaft; he had no light, but as he went along the gate, the figes 
thereof, where he laid his hands, felt as if they were going to 
clofe it upon him. 

“ The only one who faw any appearance of light, on that 
evening, in this neighbourhood, (that I have been able to make 
out) was a perfon who lives with Mr. Enoch Stevenfon, the 
miller, at Mill Town. He informs me that, as he and another 
man were returning from Tidefwell, he faw, when he got 
upon a piece of high land near Moor-hall, on the road to 
Chatfworth, an uncommon light 3 and, when looking towards 
Chefterfield, the {ky appeared to be open for about the length 
of a mile, the colour pale red, and continued fo while he awa- 
kened his fellow feryant, who was afleep in the waggon, to 
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thew him (as he defcribed it) the ftrangeft flahh of lightning 
that ever was feen. From his defcription, the range of it was 
from eaft to weft ; and fo low in the horizon that, had he 
not been upon high ground, he could not have feen it.” 


_ From Wirk{worth, in the fame county, (Derbythire) two 
letters refpecting the earthquake were received from the Rev, 
Abraham Bennet, F.R. 5S. of which here follow extracts, 
The firft letter is dated November 19. 


‘© Abouttwenty minutes paft eleven o’clock laft night, the 
fhock of an earthquake was perceived in this town, and, as I 
have been informed, at Derby, Afhover, Bakewell, }Winfter, 
and other neighbouring villages. I happened to be in bed at the 
time, and was awakened by a noife, which I firft fuppofed to be 
like the roaring of a chimney on fire, then thought it was a 
carriage in the ftreet, and fhould not have fufpeGted an earth- 
quake ; but this morning I was told that many perfons had been 
much alarmed, faid they heard a noife reiembling the falling of 
a chimney, and went out to examine whether that was the cafe, 
A perfon juft arrived from Derby, fays, that a ball of fire was 
feen to pafs over the town, at the time the noife was heard. 
Many faid their beds fhook, and that they felt fomething like 
an eleétrical fhock. At Derby fome bricks were thrown 
down from chimnics. The noife was alfo defcribed as re- 
fembling the drawing of a table overa floor, with a louder exe 
plofion at the laft. 

“ The wind had blown violently from the fouthweft all day, 
but became calm in the evening, and the fky cleared. At-the 
time the earthquake happened it was remarked that the air be- 
came very cold; and this morning the ground was covered 
with faow ; which now melts, and the wind is changed to the 
northeatft. 

«« Thefe circumftances feem to favour the fuppofition of 
earthquakes being cauled by clectricity ; but it is only from a 
colicction of numerous facts, that any rational theory can be 
formed on the fubject.” 

In his fecond letter, dated December 21, Mr. Bennet fays 5 
“ T have been at Derby, and made inquiry about the ball of 
fire faid to have been feen there, but could obtain no account 
of any thing more than that feveral perfons, who happened to 
be out, perceived a flath of light, which they defcribed as 
being like an cpening of the fky. 1 had written to Mr. Chat- 
terton to make every inquiry he could, but he heard nothing 
more than this, befide what was obferved by others. I wrote 

9 alfo 











htning 
it was 
ad he 


) two 
Rev, 
racts, 


t, the 
,as [ 
nfter, 
at the 
0 be 
vas a 
irthe- 
been 
1g of 
cafe, 
was 
card. 
like 
own 
re- 
eXe 


Jay, 
the 
be- 

red 
the 





THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 55 


alfo to Mr. Watfon, of Bakewell, who fays he had been in 
bed about a quarter of an hour, when he was aftonifhed by a 
huthing rumbling noife, and was immediately fhook in bed, by 
a lifting up, of firft his head, and then his feet, three times in 
about three feconds; his bed ftanding fouth and north, he 
thougtt it came from the fouth, Atan inn there the fervants 
were frightened by the glaffes fhaking upon atable; fome gen- 
tlemen, tn another room, feit nothing of it. One perion at 
Bakewell obferved a fiath of light like lightning ; and Mre 
Buxton’s houfe, (at Bakewell) which ftands upor a limeftone 
rock, was fhook till his bell rung. 

‘ The Rev. Mr. Peach, of Edenfor, was fhook in bed, 
and heard a noife in his room, like the collifion of two ftones. 

“ AtChefterfield fome chimnies fell.”’ 


Thecounty of Nottingham, however, appears to have been 
that in which the earthquake was moft feverely felt. From 
that county two very circumftantial accounts of it have been 
received ; one of them from the Rev. Edward Gregory, in a 
letter dated Langar, December 12, as follows : 

«“ Twas, on the 18th of November, at Wollaton, (the feat 
of Lord Middleton) about three miles to the weft of Notting- 
ham, where I felt the fhock of the earthquake. A violent 
gale of wind, which blew from the fouthweft, raged with un- 
common fury all the morning,.and brought on heavy rain 
about noon; the ftorm {till continuing with unabated vio- 
lence. 

“© About three o’clock the wind changed to’northweft, and 
the tempeft prefently fubfided. Tie clouds now feparated, and 
formed themfelves, on the northern quarters of the horizon, 
into thofe very large white mountainous clouds which, in the 
fummer months, generally precede a thunder ftorm. 

“ About funfet thefe clouds were ver y much difperfed 5 the 
air became clear, felt fharp and claftic, and every appearance 
of a froft came on in the northern parts of the fk cy. When 
the company aflenbled in the fouth drawing-room, previous to 
dinner, my attention was much ftruck with the afpect of the 
fky in the fouth and fouth-caft quarter; in this direction, a 
cloud, very black and lowering, extended itfelf over this part 
of the hemi!phere. 

“ The maagin of thecloud, which was nearly parallel to the 
horizon, was tringed, to the exten t of at leaft forty degrees, 
from the fouth toward the ealt, and to the breadth of perhaps a 
degree and a half, with a very bright white light, which had 
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very much the appearance of white fatin. his light was 
fhaded, to its whole extent, as it were witha veil of a deep 
muddy purple colour. The white light, feen below this 
gloomy purple haze, and farther contrafted by the very dark 
furface of fo extenfive and lowering a cloud, formed a very 
ftriking appearance ; fo much fo as to induce me tocail Lord 
Middieton, and others of the company, to the window, to look 
at it, and toremark to them, that the very angry and troubled 
afpeéct of the fky led me to apprehend we fhould have more of 
the tempeft in the courfe of the night. 

‘¢ [ will here remark that it was now near five o’clock ; the 
fun was gone down too low to caft any confiderable degree of 
light on the clouds near the weftern horizon, much leis could 
he illuminate any cloud fo low in the fouth-eaft as this was 
with fo bright a light. “Ihe moon, indeed, was near the wef- 
tern extremity of this cloud ; but its light, even had it been a 
full moon, (whereas it yet wanted more than 24 hours of being 
in the firft quarter) was far too weak to caft on the margin of 
the cloud fo intenfe a light, and that to fo great an extent 
along it. 

(To be continued.) 


On NATIONAL GENIUS. 





T is utterly impoffible, fays a very fenfible writer, that genius 

or capacity can be national, though there have not been 
wanting fome who have aflerted this as a faét, and who have 
been as liberal! in the commendation of the genius of the lta- 
lians and French, as they have been induftrious in decrying 
that of their own countrymen; but thefe idolaters of foreign 
genius ought to be informed, that cuftom, or the mode of 
education, has a greater fhare in the formation of this admired 
genius of foreigners, than they may, perhaps, be able to com- 
prehend. In order to explain this more fully, let an infant be 
fuppofed to be brought from China, and educated in England, 
and it may be eafily conceived that he will turn out as errant an 
Englifhman, as if he bad been born of Englith parents, his 
purtuits of whatever kind will be perfe@tly Englith, nor can it 
be imagined that, though according to the fuppolition of the 
abovementioned gentlemen, fuch a perfon’s genius muft be 
purely Chinefe, the porcelain manufacture in this kingdom 
would receive any extraordinary improvement from the ace 
quifition of this extraordinary foreigner. 
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An effettual CURE for CORNS. 


SYATHE the part, if not inconvenient, in warm water, 
£9 and apply an ivy leaf, which has been previoufly fleeped 
for 24 hors in vinegar. Repeat the fteeped leaf each 
day, till the corn is eradicated, and the {pace it oceupied be- 
comes fmooth, which in moft cafes will happenina week. 





Ax ANECDOTE. 


HE Princefs of Carignan, who is now in her forty-fixth 
year, and widow to ‘the late Prince of Carignan, is of 
the houle of Lerraine. Her wit, her beauty, and her amiable 
character, have long rendered her one of the brighteft orna- 
ments of the court of Turin, while ber unaffected and ene 
gaging manners have endeared her to all ranks of people. 
Though pafied her prime, the natural grace of her deport- 
ment, and the fine expreffion of her countenance, ftill con- 
tinue to captivate. Her late hufband, the Prince, died in the 
year 1780; and, as it is faid, his death was owing to the fol- 
lowing circumitance: An Englifh gentleman, who was then 
upon his travels, having become enamoured of a certain Mare 
chionefs, much famed for ber gallantry, determined to exprefs 
his attachment by a midnight ferenade, under the balcony of 
the beloved chject,a cuftomary compliment from every lover 
to his miftrefs. As all the firft performers were employed on 
this occafion, it excited the curtofity of the Princefs, who at~ 
tended in the ftreet, with a few ladies of her houfhold, and 
fome noblemen of diftinction. After the performance was at 
an end, the Prince/s propofed tothe Englith gentleman to take 
the band into the great fquare, that all tue company prefent 
might enjoy a dance a/ frefco. This having been complied 
with, the Princefs (ent tor her hufband’s regiment, aud having 
ordeied a wax candle to be fixed in every foidier’s fufee, a cir - 
cle was formed to keep off the populace, and the Princefs 
of Carignan with her illuftrious companions continued to dance 
till alate hour iu the morning. Whenthis was known at the 
court, the King and Queen were highly offended ; and when 
the Prince of Carignan next appeared at the levee, he received 
a mott fevere rebuke, for having permitted the Princefs to dee 
gtade herfelf in fuchamanner. 1 he Prince was fo much burt 
by the circum ftance, that he immediately fell ill of chagrin and 
vexation, and died inthe courfe of afew days. 


Von, X XIX. 725, I Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Henry Lake, of Bruton, to T, Bullock's Quefiion, ins 
Jerted OGtober 17. 


ET x = the longeft fide, or hypothenufe, and y = the 
fhorteft fide; then by the queftion xy=666, and x*+ 

y?=— 1693; by the firft y=666—x; which being fquared and 
fubftituted in the fecond 6667—x*+x*= 1693, by completing 
the {quare &c. x will be found = 37; theny = 18, Let the 


~— 





remaining fide be reprefented by z and byq z = Wx’—y?*= 
32.3264. Confequently the fides will be 37,18, and 32.3264 
reipectively. 

*||* We have received the like anfwer from J. B. Chivers, 
of St. Auftell; and W. Hole, of Sidmouth. 


4n ENIGMA, by T. Pafmore, of Beer. 





arr Boreas his force diftends, 
And with his ftrength the foreft rends, 
Sometimes my fire the fhock fuflains, 
And firmly rooted he remains ; 

But, though he ftands the dreadful ftorm, 
Which may fair nature’s face deform, 
And fora century fhould thrive, 

And his competitors furvive, 

There liveth ftill who beareth fway, 
My ftubborn fire thall him obey, 

And tow’rds his mother earth he fhall, 
Bend nobly in his heavy fall ; 

I from his trunk, a puny thing, 

By artift’s fkill anon may fpring, 

And in a cottage (nugly plac’d, 

By which an angle’s often grac’d 5 

Be very needful to the fwain, 

Return’d fatigu’d from yonder plain; 
Perhaps he little thinks | ftand 

On many legs at his command, 

And what I’m then oblig’d to bear 

His pericranium doth not care. 

Yet when the ferious time is come, 
And he’s remov’d tohis long home; 

I then with fome regard appear, 

When to the charnel houfes near, 
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For the Weexity ENTERTAINER? 


An occafional Prologue, fpoken ta the celebrated Tragedy of the 
Siege of Damafcus, performed by the Young Gentlemen of 
Mr. Weatherdon’s School, in Newton- Abbot, on Tucfday the 1 3th 
of December, 1790. 


S nightly reft gives folace to the fwvain, 
And cheers him daily labour to faftain; 

So relaxation gives, we {chool boys find, 
Freth {trength and vigour to the ftudious mind: 
Since we have then, for fix months, every day, 
Been beating on, through learning’s rugged way 5 
With care and diligence the hours have {pent, 
In toilfome climbing up the fteep afcent ; 
We now rejoice, the happy period’s come, 
‘Co end our tafks, and ail prepare for home ; 
To clofe our books, and be awhile fet free, 
From nouns, verb$, pronouns, fyntax, profody ; 
From conftr’ing, parfing, fcanning, and tranilating: 
Terms to a fchoo!-boy’s ears for ever grating. 
Now home, dear home, alone the thoughtemploys, 
Elate with hope, anticipating joys; 
The heart-felt pleafure, the extatic blifs, 
Of father’s welcome, and of mother’s kifs; 
The kind embraces, and the greetings found, 
From frieads, from relatives, and neighbours rouad ; 
The entertainment which our fancies itrike, 
Of cards, of dancing, finging, and the like ; 
With all the merriments and pranks befide, 
That commonly atcend {weet Chrifimas tide. 


But e’re we quit this roof thefe joys to fhare, 

One thing remains, demanding all our care ; 

At each year’s end ’tis here aconftaut rule, 

To ata play before we break up fchool ; 

Yielding co cuiiom then, which ttands to tafk us, 

Tonight we repreient * befieg’d Damafcus.” 

You fee we’ve ail in order to begin ; 

Curtains, fcenes, lights ;—and all are drefs’d within : 

But yet the actors, young, and moltly new, 

All tremble to be criticis’d by you: 

Yet when we ferious think, why fhould we fear, 

Betore io kind an audience to appear ? 

On all occafions patt, ’tis fully Known, 

Your {weet indulgence has beer ever fhown ; 

We, therefore, truit you'll not defert our caufe, 

But now difmifs us, crown’d with your applause ‘oy 
‘hen 
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Then we (with praife accaitted of our parts) 
Shall pafsour holidays with joytul hearts ; 
And when the fhort vacation time 1s fpent, 
Shall here return with pleafure and content; 
Again, thus cheer’d our ttucies fhall embrace, 
Again the labyrinths of learning trace; 
Nor thall we fail your goodnets to remember, 
»Till we again addrefs you, next December. m 
XIT. 


ANOTHER ENTERS AND PROCEEDS. 


Ye gen’rous friends !—Let me in graver ftrain, 
Entreat our night’s attempt may not be vain 5 
With emulation we but dare to tread, 

The paths which here our elder brothers led ; 
Improvement only they had then in view; 

We, for like reafon, now the fame purfue: 

The icenic mule defcribes a noble courfe, 

E’en whilft amufing, giving morals force ; 

It virtue’s face, with faireft look pourtraysy 
And vice’s front with afpe& foul difplays; 

It holes the honeft man in mid-day light, 

And fhews the villain through the fhades of night 5 
Sweet reft and peace for innocence it finds, 

But haunts with ceafelefs torments guilty minds. 


Befides th’ inftructive leffons thus obtain’d, 

In {peech and geiture benefit is gain'd ; 

Hence accents, emphafis, we learn to place, 
And with due energy deliv’ry grace ; 

Each nice inflexion of the voice acquire, 

‘To fink in Janguor, or to roufe in fire ; 
Hence, in behaviour too we gather eafe, 

And trame our actions and our looks to pleafe. 


Totread the ftage is yet a daring aim ; 

Our befl endeavours can no merit claim; 

To aid our feeble efforts then we court, 

Your wonted kindnels, and your firm fupport. 


*\|* The fpeaker conciudes with the latter part of the original 
prologue to the play, beginning atthe 15th line. 





To §§ L E E P. 


ETURN, fweet fleep !—thy gentle bondage bring, 
Again dupport me with thy folt’sing arm; % 
Stil det my heart tothy mild influence {pring, 
Ane fotily fold me ia thy fitken charm 
Reiicr’d by thee, departed ours return ; 
‘en ceath awhile the power to woun foregoes, 
Fo: thou can’it teach life’s vanifh’d {pai to burn, 
Or wait my foul to where loft friends repote. 
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